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PRESERVING: n FAMILY FARMS  n SOIL  n SCENIC VIEWS

n RIVERS & STREAMS  n CULTURAL SITES  n SCENIC BYWAYS 

n GROUND WATER  n RURAL CHARACTER

Clarke County Easement News

T hat’s how Mel Kohn, land donor and contributor,
summed up the Authority’s 4th Annual Donor “Thank
You“ Reception on June 19. Mother Nature was at her

best, serving up some spectacular warm and breezy weather
in anticipation of the summer solstice just days away.

A record crowd of
contributors gathered to
enjoy a fine spread at the
Mackay-Smith home and
hear Winkie’s report on
the Authority’s
accomplishments during
the last twelve months. 

The news was all good. 
Specifically, since last year’s
reception, the Easement Authority has

n Increased holdings by 24% —
with 3,068 acres now 
permanently protected

n Extinguished 22 DURs 
(a 30% increase in a single 
year)—for a total of 98

n Added nine new names to 
its list of land donors — for a   
total of 41.

Winkie also remarked on the tremendous, ongoing
support of donors — 280 strong — who, despite the severe
economic downturn, have made close to 100 donations to
the Authority already this year.  

Picture this

Easement Authority
member, Michael

Hobert was the
evening’s “shutter-
bug,” snapping
dozens of fine
photos, such as

the four gracing this issue.   
We’ve put an electronic album together for

your enjoyment and posted it on the Clarke
County web site. Whether or not you attended
the reception on the 19th, we hope you’ll take a
moment to visit the site and take a look. Go to
www.clarkecounty.gov. Click on “Conservation
Easements” on the right. Click on “Donor
Reception” in the Index box at the top. 

This is the beginning of a new web-based
initiative to build stronger ties with current
donors and attract new ones. In the coming
months, we will start to provide updates on land

donations and purchases,
post feature stories on new
easement properties, and
establish an archive
visitors can use to access
past newsletters.  

This new endeavor
will help “spread the
word” about the
importance of the work
and need for ongoing support.
It will also pave the way for the next project:
accepting contributions online via credit card. 

UPDATE: Greenway Court
Thanks to some vigorous grass-roots organizing and

turbo-charged fund-raising, Greenway Court’s future is now
more secure.

Greenway Court was
the home of Thomas Lord
Fairfax, the only member
of the British aristocracy to
occupy a permanent
residence in the American
Colonies. When the
Authority purchased a
conservation easement on
the property in 2003, it not
only protected 145 acres of prime open space, it ensured that this
national historic landmark —one of just 2,500 to be so designated
by the National Park Service – would be protected forever.

A key reason for the designation was the presence of three
structures — one an office — thought to be used by a young
surveyor, who later became the first
president of the United States. 

Significant historically, all
three structures were in grave
need of stabilization to
ensure their survival.

A $47,000 grant from
the State was secured to
begin the stabilization
work, with the help of
State Senator Joe May. But
the grant had to be matched.
And the deadline was just      
weeks away.  

Citizens rallied to form
a local branch of the Virginia
state preservation agency, which could take
donations and oversee the stabilization of the historic
building. The Easement Authority and the Clarke
County Board of Supervisors each made small
contributions, with the balance of the funds coming
from private donors.

Pulling together, the match was made with
just hours to spare! Now the committee can
secure bids to stabilize the structures so they
will endure.  

?
Did You 
Know?

Quarterly newsletter published by the Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority 
dedicated to preserving properties with natural, cultural or scenic resources worthy of protection

“What a wonderful, wonderful evening.”

Virginia is one of the country’s
top five states for protecting

land through private
conservation easements. And

The Piedmont area — of which
Clarke County is a part —

leads the way. 

Once a property is
put in permanent

easement it’s
“frozen in time,” and
cannot be changed

or improved.
(See answer on

reverse side)

Source: Piedmont 
Environmental Council
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Photos: M
ichael H

obert

Mel Kohn and Edna Small

Winkie Mackay-Smith

June 19 Donor Reception

Mathew Mackay-Smith



THANK YOU DONORS – Current & New – 
For Your Generous & Ongoing Support!

Robert R. Adams
Donald & Prudence Anderson
Paz Andrae
Scott & Doris Andres
Wayne and Linda Armbrust
Harry Lee Arnold, Jr.
Audley Farm
Jeff & Karen Babaie
Matthew Baker
Timothy & Barbara Bandyke
Jim Barb
Michael & Raymond Barbehenn
Larry Bassett
Barbara Batterton
Tom & Ann Beard
Donn & Lorene Besselievre
Hobart Bauhan
Harry Benham III
John Bieschke
Charles & Penni Blake
Eric Blankenship
Blue Ridge Hunt
Doris Bloch
Susan K. Blissert
David & Mary Borger
Barbara A. Boughton
Deborah L. Boswell
Donald & Joyce Borrmann
Mary Brisco
Charles Bruce
Clyde Brumback
Charles Buck
Randy Buckley
Tom & Jo Bundy
John Burris
Judy, Jerry & Keith Butler
Edward & Margaret Burks, Jr.
Sarah Burton
Beverley Byrd
Donald & Diane Cady
Anne Caldwell
J.E. & Teresa Callahan
Sara Caldwell
Robert & Sandra Calhoun
Bruce Cameron
John & Page Carter
Jane Caspar
Rick & Terri Catlett
Mary Chamberlayne
Charles & Margaret Chase
Robert Chandler, Jr.
Lionel & Ann Chisholm
James Church
Beth Clark & Tom Baughan
Clarke County Equine Alliance / 

Robina Rich Bouffault
Patricia Cobb
Jay Cohen
Peter & Elizabeth Cook
James Church
Jane Church
William Cook, Jr.
Bonnie J. Darr
Jack & Ursula Coulson
Linda Curtis
David S. & Kelly C. DeLozier
Alan Demmerle
Walter & Claire Devine
Tom Dickinson
Ronald L. Dicus

Marjorie J. Digges
James H. Dillon
Robinson & Reagan Duncan
W. Lawrence Duncan
Christy Dunkle
A.R. Pete Dunning, Jr.
Joan Dunning
Jay & Peggy Duvall
Elizabeth P. Edwards
Todd & Stephanie Ellis
Robert G. Elwell
Cary Embury
Frances C. Endicott
Peter & Kathleen Engel
Richard T. Erb
Roxanne Erskine
Donald & Rose Fairman
Farm Bureau
Juliana Fehr
Judd Feltner
Barbara & Andy Ferrari
Norman & Joan Fine
Martin Fleming & Sarah French
Marguerite Peet Foster
Friant Enterprises
Ned W. Fredrickson
Alan & Cathy Fredrickson
Samuel Freeman
Barry & Nancy Fry
Edna & James Garland, Jr.
Boyd Garlock
Jerome Garver
William & Barbara Genda
Charles Gillespie
Hortencia Gilpin
Roxie Gorham
Vernon & M. Leann Grapes
Terry & Jim Green
Greenway Garden Club
Greystone Properties
Ruth B. Gross
Joe & Susie Guenther
Judith Hahn
Mary Halyshyn
Janet Hamer
Peter & Nini Hapworth
Harry Harris & Patsy Aikey
Jeff & Celie Harris
Wallace Hartsook
John & Ann Heard
Joseph & Lucia Henderson
Joanne Herrera
Thomas H. Hill
Michael Hobert
Dirck T. Holscher
Holy Cross Abbey
Robert & Jennifer Hornbaker
Lesley Houston
C.P. Howells
Cliff & Laura Hunt
Jo & Pearce Hunt
Edward Irwin
Robert P. Irwin
David & Candy Jackson
Douglas & Diane Jackson
David & Dorothy Jelinek
Claude & Ruth Jenkins
Mark & Janet Jenkins
Chuck & Carla Johnston
Robert Johnston & Laurie Volk

Matthew Jones, MD & 
Diane Sheehey

David Juth
Maral Kalbian & Branson McKay
Ken & Catharine Kempson
Robert & Charlotte Kern
Gary Kerns
Kelly & Diana Kincannon
Melvin L. Kohn
June & Warren Krupshaw
Lucas Kulczycki
Mary Jane Lee
John & Marjorie Lewis
Arnulfo Labasbas
Eric & Sara Lieser
Marilyn Lister
Virginia B. Lloyd
Joy & Carey Lokey
William H. Loren
Gerald W. Lunt
A. & Leigh Mackay-Smith, Jr.
Juliet Mackay-Smith
Justin & Meridith Mackay-Smith
Matthew & Wingate Mackay-Smith
Jane Mandelbaum
Neil Manger
Richard Marzolf
Sean & Emily Mason
Louise McKay
Bev & Stephanie McKay
Charles & Tamara McAtee
Winslow McCagg
Col. Lester & Catherine McConville
Rebecca White McCoy
P.T. McIntire
Bill & Anne McIntosh
Patsy McKelvy
Russell McKelway, MD & 

Laura Dabinett, MD
Ashley W. McLain
William & Leslie McLean
William J. McShea
Howard & Ihrie Means
Liz Millikin
Michael Miller
Giel & Diane Millner
Virginia Page Mitchell
Virginia Watkins Mitchell
Bob & Suzie Moberly
Harry Morris III & Loren Dearborn
Tom & Lisa Murphy
Michael & Gwen Morris 
Joseph & Tamara Myer
Eric & Martha Myer
Irene Nasar
Joseph & Lois Nolter
Charles K. Nulsen III
Suzanne M. Odiorne
David & Deb Norman
George L. Ohrstrom II
Jean Patten
C.W. Payne, Inc.
Mark Paulson & Eunice Murray
Barbara Payne & Noel Grove
Mitchell & Susan Peoples
Kate Petranech
Claudia Pierce
Iona Pillion
John & Ann Pinto
Bryan & Beth Plater

Harold B. Plummer
Sigrid Pollari
Eileen Powell
John Pratt
Kenneth & Judy Pruitt
Thomas & Jane Radford
Marc & Eileen Read
Joseph S. Reiff
Althea D. Richards
Charles & Linda Roberts
George & Christine Roberts
Roseville Veterinary Clinic, P.C.
Debora L. Rosenberry
Jesse Russell
Christian & Gail Rousseau
James Ruos
Todd & Laurie Saunders
Evelyn Saverine
Chip Schutte
Jack Schutte
Lee & Terrie Sheaffer
Scott Nelson Enterprises, Inc.
Dr. William Shabb & Martha Wolfe
Cindy Shimp
Lewis Shroyer
Joseph & Denise Sipe
Nick & Kathy Smart
Leontine C. Smith
Lowell Smith
Jeffrey & Jennifer Sharp Smith
Patsy & Norm Smith
Nicholas Snow & Cathleen McCoy
Bob & Janet Soonthornchai
Susan S. Sorensen
John Staelin & Elizabeth Locke
Sid & Sara Stern
Eric R. & Kathryn L. Steuer
Harry & Doris Stimpson III
Lucille Strange & Paul Adams
John Stockman
Andrew & Bess Stuart
Carol Sullivan
Sunglow Industries
Lilburn Talley
Alison Teetor
Phillip S. Thomas
David & Judy Tollett
Vern Underwood & Carol Schiebel
Mary Vanlandingham
Bathroy Vidaver
Agostino & Elizabeth von Hassell
Bob & Jeanne Wade
Robert M. Walker
Rick Wallace & Tim Harvey
W. Bell Watkins
Jeffrey & Christie Anne Weiss
David & Anne Weiss
Karel Wennink
Eugene V. White
Mary Catherine Willard
Wendy & Tracy Williams
Mildred Dunn Wilson
Margaret Wester
WRN Enterprises
Thomas & Lisa Yannucci
Young Soon Yoon
Alan & Sharon Young
James Zack  
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FALSE. Current and future owners of land held in easement
retain the right to alter and improve their property, as long as
the changes do not conflict with the easement agreement.      

This was demonstrated recently in Clarke County when a
landowner, whose land was in easement, wanted to increase his
parcel’s size by purchasing acreage from a next door neighbor
whose property was also in easement.

Though the easements were held by two different
organizations — VOF and the Clarke County Easement Authority
— and the purchase would result in doubling the size of the 
smaller property, the action in no way violated the terms of the
easement, and the transaction went forward.  

Q. How much financial
leverage can the easement
authority gain from a single
donation?

A. Contributions can assist
the Authority in qualifying for
matching grant funds, which
can result in up to a three-
fold return on every dollar
donated.


